Creating a Newspaper Page

Chemical Bonding and Other Topics
In this activity, you will work as a group, or by yourself, to create a newspaper that discusses various topics of chemistry.  
1. A creative, informative Newspaper containing the concepts a Chemistry student should know about electron configuration, the periodic table, and chemical bonding.

Time Frame: 
Chemistry:
This project is to be completed at home.  It is your responsibility to work with your group members on completing this project.
Rubric for Newspaper Page:

· Organization: Must have Title, Letter to the Editor (1), Articles (6), Want Ads/Classifieds,  and Horoscopes – All Related to the topics listed.
· The Letter to the Editor must be an Argumentative Essay.  Remember to have your points, as well as, counterpoints to your argument.
· Content Information is accurate.  All essential concepts are present (see below).

· Information has been paraphrased, adapted, or reformatted to fulfill project requirements.

· Credit has been given to source(s) of information.

· Presentation: Layout is creative, clear, interesting, and easy to read and follow.

· Technical Graphics support and enhance text utilized.

· Teamwork: Workload was divided and shared equally.

· Components listed below:

Essential Concepts: Newspaper articles should explain or contain:

· Why Chemical Bonds form.

· Differences between Ionic, Covalent, and Metallic Bond types.

· Diagrams of common compounds/elements containing ionic, covalent, and metallic bond types.

· The arrangement of the periodic table

· Groups of the periodic table

· What is electron configuration and how it relates to bonding

· What is the EMS 

· Line vs. continuous spectra

· Definitions of the following terms:


electronegativity
octet rule


covalent
molecule


ionic
metallic bond


ground state
excited state


noble gas configuration
Hund’s rule


Aufbau’s principle
periodic law


Pauli exclusion principle
Optional:

· Properties of substances containing ionic, covalent, and metallic bonds

· Any other material learned so far in class this year

Students are encouraged to print or download any information (remember you may want to mount some of this information so print it in appropriate font size).
Materials Supplied:

· A sheet of Newspaper….I can supply this or you can use flexible paper
· Anything else (like colored paper, scissors, glue) you need to provide

Guidelines for Format

· All Articles MUST BE TYPED.  

· All articles should be cut in straight lines.  It should look neat and professional.
· Your Letter to the Editor MUST be an Argumentative Essay.  A copy of this essay MUST be turned in separately with your name and English Teacher’s name on it.
· You do not need to use color, but it is recommended

· You need pictures to help support and clarify your articles.
· The newspaper should be at least one full side of newsprint.  If you are  using other paper make sure you meet this requirement.

Category Points Assigned:

Criteria Organization (30 points):

· Must have Title, Letter to the Editor(1; Argumentative Essay), Articles(6), Want Ads and Horoscopes – All Related to the topics listed.
Content (30 points):

· Information is accurate.

· All essential concepts present (see sheet).

· Information has been paraphrased, adapted, or reformatted to fulfill project requirements.

Presentation (20 points):

· Layout is creative, clear, interesting to read and follow.

Technical (20 points):

· Graphics support and enhance text utilized.
Extra Credit may be earned if the newspaper is above and beyond my expectations as well as looking neat, and being very creative and informative.

CHEMISTRY 2ND QUARTER PROJECT

CHEMISTRY NEWSPAPER

GRADING RUBRIC

NAME:






SECTION:




I. CRITERIA ORGANIZATION (30 POINTS)

a. TITLE

b. LETTER TO THE EDITOR(1; Argumentative Essay)

c. ARTICLES(6)

d. WANT ADS / CLASSIFIEDS
e. HOROSCOPES












PTS

II. CONTENT (30 POINTS)

a. INFORMATION IS ACCURATE

b. ALL ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS PRESENT

c. INFORMATION HAS BEEN PARAPHRASES, ADAPTED, OR REFORMATTED TO FULFILL PROJECT REQUIREMENTS












PTS

III. PRESENTATION (20 POINTS)

a. LAYOUT IS CREATIVE, CLEAR, INTERESTING TO READ AND FOLLOW












PTS

IV. TECHNICAL (20 POINTS)

a. GRAPHICS SUPPORT AND ENHANCE TEXT UTILIZED












PTS

TOTAL POINTS:








PTS
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